
TAMMY  POUNDS :  I was born and raised in Mobile, 

Alabama. After high school, I attended the University of 
South Alabama, from which I graduated four and a half 
years later with a Bachelor of Science in Geography. After 
graduation, I took a job as a GIS Analyst, working as a 
contractor for the Army Corps of Engineers. 
 During my stint as a GIS Analyst, I ached to travel 
the world, so changed careers. In February 2004, I 
undertook a four-week TEFL (Teaching English as a 
Foreign Language) course in Prague, Czech Republic. The 
summer of that same year, I moved to Japan where I taught 
English until July 2006. At that time, I relocated to Tucson, 
Arizona. Here, I finished a Master of Arts in Education, with 
a focus on secondary education. 
 During my graduate studies, I took a course on 

distance education. Not only do I firmly believe in the philosophy of online learning, but also I know that it works 
from personal experience: The last year that I lived in Japan, I completed the entire first year of my Masters degree 
online through the University of Phoenix. I truly feel that all of the Web Academies and its teachers strive to provide 
its students with an extremely unique and fulfilling educational opportunity that can be a great enrichment tool for a 
home school environment. This is just one of the many reasons why I feel so lucky to have landed a job as a 
teacher for Estacada Web Academy. 

 It has already been an amazing year for me, working with fabulous co-workers and awesome home 
school families. I look forward to spending the rest of the school year with you all!  
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L INDA  SASSEN :    I am an Oregonian, webbed feet and all. I know itôs crazy but I love the rain and so do my 

two sons, both of whom are college students. Andy is 22 and he will get his Associates in 

Business this spring and Nick, 20, will complete his Soph/Jr year at U of O. They will both 

transfer to Portland State in the fall. I met my husband Mark as he was stripping for the 

metal detectors at LAX. My friend and I thought it was pretty funny until we found out he 

was our ride. Eventually, he got over it. Santa Monica and Sherman Oaks were our homes 

until the day I found out I was pregnant, and we started making plans to go home.  My two, 

rowdy, little boys are still the smartest, funniest people I know. I stayed home with them until 

the youngest hit middle school; volunteer coordinator was my usual gig. My big, old house 

and SUV were always filled with unruly boys, music and laughter, especially in 3rd grade 

where the ñWò word made its debut from the back of my car. I played more basketball, 

baseball, soccer in the rain than I can remember. I miss the chaos now that both kids are in college. We all still 

enjoy hangingébikingéwalkingéshopping and eatingéanything at the mountains or the beach, together or 

separately. Itôs funny, but for the most part, my kids and I like all the same music and movies nowadays. Motherôs 

Day usually finds us at the latest 28 Days; Weeks; will there be a Months Later movie?  I love all kinds of musicé

Coldplay, Led Zeppelin, Bob Marley, Elton John, Wishbone Ash, Lupe Fiasco, Ray Charles, the Beatles, etc. OK, 

maybe I do have a life! J 

Tammy (far right) and her friends relaxing while on their trip to Costa Rica recently. 

Linda and EWA Teacher, Tammy 

Pounds (see above). 
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This is an exciting time to be alive! With Martin Luther King Jr.ôs birthday having just passed and history being 
made in our nationôs capital as we speak, it is a great time to take a moment to consider what these leaders have 
stood for throughout history. This country is made up of so many cultures, but even having grown up in a large, 
ethnically diverse city I still find myself living in communities that just look a lot like me. When I started studying 
Spanish in school and travelling in Latin America, I really began to build a bridge to other communities and that 
felt new and amazing! It is an incredible privilege to be able to travel to other places in the world, but whether itôs 
down the street to the next town, or across an ocean, get out there and see what the world has to offer! If you are 
using our Rosetta Stone program to learn a new language, that may just be your first step! There are volunteer 
opportunities during the summer time in other countries and colleges often offer study abroad programs, or if 
youôd rather stay closer to home, you could pick up a copy of National Geographic  at the 
library and peek at the incredible pictures taken all over the globe (or stop by my office to 
borrow a copy!) The world is a BIG place and we all still have a lot to learn about each 
other, but be fearless and active in pursuing that knowledge! And take a moment this 
month, next month and even the next, to celebrate the leaders we have been so fortunate 
to have guide us in pursuing these experiences.              Laurel Auda-Capel, EWA Counselor 
ñTake the first step in faith. You don't have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step.ò 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 ACT students Janet Magana, Martha Morfin, and Gerson Chavez, along 
with WECA administrator, Dan Huld, recently rolled up their sleeves and 
joined Habitat for Humanity for a day of meaningful volunteer work. The 
ACT team spent February 7th at the Jubilee Commons work-site in 
Gresham. 
Jubilee Commons includes one to four bedroom condominiums that will 
provide affordable housing to 42 adults and 56 children. The ñeyes toward 
the centerò design of the complex will add to the sense of community and 
feeling of connection among homeowner 
families. 
Our ACT team completed the sheetrock 
process in both the kitchen and dining 
room in just one Saturday. The sense of 

accomplishment was felt by all. Learn more about this ongoing project at: 
 http://www.habitatportlandmetro.org. 
Congratulations to Janet, Martha, and Gerson, on representing our school at our first 
ACT community event. I encourage all ACT students to consider Habitat for Humanity 
as a potential non-profit organization to serve at in the future.  
Please contact Lynsey Martin to learn more about how to match your interests and skills with a non-profit organization.  
 

òWhen the story of these times gets written, we want it to say that we did all we could, 
and it was more than anyone could have imagined.ó  

--  Bono 
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