
JJJENNIFERENNIFERENNIFER    SSSERETANERETANERETAN :::  I was born in New Hampshire but spent most of my childhood in 

upstate New York.  My parents and some great teachers have had the biggest influence on my life. My 7th 
grade teacher challenged me academically and socially. When I found out that I had her again in 9th grade, I 
dreaded it. But, I learned to appreciate her. We grew to be friends and colleagues in later years. 
Cliff is my wonderful husband of 17 years. We share a life full of more adventures than can fit into a lifetime. 
We flew across the country in a small airplane just after we met; we backpacked in New York, Canada and 
California; we took a geology road trip in our VW Eurovan camper around Eastern Oregon; and we did a year 
of service in the Kingdom of Tonga, just to name a few. 
Our daughter, Kira, is 11 years old. When she is not on adventures with us, she is seeking out adventures in 
her books. She is an avid reader. She has done her parents proud by singled-handedly putting on a 
violinathon. She did all the planning, practicing, calling and collecting. In the end, she raised $1,200 which 
she donated to children in Mexico for school supplies. Hmmm, I think we will have to go to Sonora to see 
those childrené. 

We have a dog and two cats. Kira and I would like to get birds. I have even considered a pet skunk but practical-minded Cliff has pointed out that it is 
hard to go on adventures and take care of pets. 
My taste in music dates me! Since my life runs on high octane, I tend to use music ñmostly just to calm me downò as James Taylor would say. So, I 
lean toward classic rock, folk and classical with a little New Age thrown in. I also like exotic music such as Chilean pan pipes Taj Mahal and Native 
American flute.  I knit and crochet when I sit down (which is rare). When I am stuck inside, I like to read, play games with my family and cook. I prefer 
to travel and go outside where I can hike, camp, ski, swim or row. 
One thing about me that few people know is I coxed a four-man shell in the Head of the Charles, a famous rowing race in Boston, Massachusetts. I 
usually row, and if you know anything about crew, it is usually reserved for big, burly men and women, which does not describe me. Though I prefer 
to get exercise rowing, coxing requires a small person with a big voice, which does describe me.  Due to lack of funds and time, I did not have the 
opportunity to preview the course before the race, which made steering a bit dicey, especially given the curviness of the river and the number of 
boats in the race. Needless to say, we did not win or even place. But, we had fun anyway! 
I love my job. When my daughter was born, I wasnôt sure I wanted to go back to teaching in the system. I ran a non-profit organization, then I opened 
an education company and I trained educators. When I chose to teach again, I was very picky. I couldnôt be happier with my choice. I love the 
families I work with, the variety of students and the collaborative spirit of my colleagues. I am excited to be alive at a time when technology and 
education are finding their best match. It is a lot of work and there are many challenges, but it is an exciting place to be!  
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JJJENNIFERENNIFERENNIFER    FFFULLILOVEULLILOVEULLILOVE :    :    :    I grew up in the suburbs of Atlanta where my father was a teacher and I 

am so glad to be a WECA teacher and advisor.  While I considered many other callings, I always knew in my heart 
that teaching was how I too could best contribute to the world.  

My mother says that as a child I went through phases when I would wear only frilly dresses, while other 
times she couldn't get me in for dinner due to my fascination with bugs and frogs. I still enjoy both fashion and the 
natural world, but now try to consider ecology in every action (now my wardrobe consists of mainly "recycled" items).  
 Throughout high school and college I involved myself with causes that promoted social justice and 
environmental health. Although I considered becoming a counselor, I earned a B.S. in ecology from the University of 
Georgia. How wonderful that today I can teach science and be an advisor as well!  
 My husband Glenn and I were friends during high school but didn't date until college (although we were a 
bit too chatty in that English class!). He attended law school at Lewis & Clark, so I decided that might be a good 
place to work on my Master's degree in teaching. We love raising our delightful, twin 2-year old boys, Laine and 
Gray, in such a beautiful place with such strong community.  
 I spent the past 7 years teaching science in the North Clackamas School District and will be forever 
grateful for the learning gained from my former students, parents, and colleagues. Over the past several years, I began to dream of teaching in 
much the same way WECA allows. Our approach is a gift that benefits all involved parties, because it allows us to truly consider the individual. I am 
looking forward to many years of hard work assessing and perfecting our services to students and families. 

Jennifer on her skis with her dog, Annie 

Jennifer reading with her twin boys, 

Laine and Gray. 



Counselorôs Corner 
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There is a lot to look out for when raising healthy kids and sometimes behavior is an indicator of 

something more serious. Depression is one of the more common disorders that effects people of all ages. Although 
demonstrating these traits does not necessarily mean someone is depressed, it is important to look out for 
persistent behaviors like poor performance at school, withdrawal from peers, lack of enthusiasm or energy, or 
changes in sleeping or eating patterns.  These characteristics are more likely to link to depression if they continue 
for more than two weeks. Young people with depression may have difficulty coping with everyday activities and 
responsibilities and when mood swings and changes in behavior occur and interfere with daily life, it may be an 
indication that the child needs some help from a caring adult! Encouraging the child to make new friends and 
interact with peers will promote healthy relationships and support a childôs self-esteem. Participation in sports, 
hobbies, or other social activities also promotes healthy living. Finally, always leave the door open for conversation 
ï when a child knows he or she has a trusted adult to come to for help and support, much of the pressure of 
growing up can be relieved! If you are concerned about a friend or family 
member, or are looking for more information on depression, take a look at the 
following websites or give me a callé 

http://www.teendepression.org/ 
http://www.helpguide.org/mental/depression_teen.htm 
http://www.focusas.com/Depression.html 
http://www.psychologyinfo.com/depression/teens.htm 

Laurel Auda-Capel, EWA Counselor 503.974.5119 

Hello Students, 
As we head into the final stretch of the school year, you should be averaging one full unit of 
course work per week.  There are 8 total units...4 units in ACT 1 and 4 units in ACT 2. 
The course concludes May 15th. 
Thank you, 
Kimberly Linn 
ACT Coordinator - Kimberly@edchoices.us  503.729.3700 

 

Food for thought: http://www.teentruthlive.com/ 
The ACT team would love to hear your thoughts on this website. 

Check it out and post your reaction on the ACT blog at www.edchoices.us 

ACT tqq"BSHNMR $G@MFHMF 5NLNQQNVtqq 

Este lunes 9 de marzo fue nuestra ñNoche de AVEò.  Consejera, Laurel Auda-Capel, organizó actividades para 
conocernos y aprender más sobre nuestro exitoso programa.  Ya tenemos aproximadamente un mes con nuestro 
nuevo salón, 215, en nuestras oficinas de Clackamas.  Aquí, estudiantes vienen y 
comparten ideas, estudian y hablan con los maestros para seguir su 
progreso.  También, empezaremos el programa de adultos.  Dos noches por semana, 
adultos de nuestra comunidad, van a estudiar inglés, estudiar para el GED o si desean 
sacar su diploma mexicano también tendrán la oportunidad.  Muchas cosas siguen 
pasando dentro de nuestra plaza comunitaria.  Me da mucho orgullo saber que 
tenemos tantas oportunidades para que nuestra comunidad siga saliendo adelante. 

Noche de AVE . . .  

http://www.teendepression.org/
http://www.helpguide.org/mental/depression_teen.htm
http://www.focusas.com/Depression.html
http://www.psychologyinfo.com/depression/teens.htm
mailto:Kimberly@edchoices.us
http://www.teentruthlive.com/


As these past weeks have taken us through the arduous process of the state 
writing test, we must remember that we are a part of the Estacada School 

District.  Together, we contribute to the success of the district.  First, I would like to thank  
all of the families that have understood why state testing is so important for the establishment of our school, not 
just within the district, but also in the state.  Thanks to the teachers who have held WIMBA classes as well as 
worked with students in their homes preparing them for this process.  Finally, a special thanks to the students for 
going to the different testing sites and doing their best work.  In January our principal, Joni Tabler, wrote to all 
explaining the importance of these state assessments.  She wrote, ñwhether we agree with it or not, the state report card, 
issued yearly, will continue to be the primary communication tool used by the state and the nation in judging whether or not 
our schools are doing their job in educating your child(ren).  This report card determines if our schools meet Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) or not.  AYP is calculated using the following data: 
¦ Percentage of students meeting (passing) state assessments. 
¦ Percentage of students participating in the state assessments 
¦ Attendance rate for elementary and middle school 
¦ Graduation rate for high school 

One of the most important of these criteria is participation.  95% of WECA students must participate in state assessments, 
which obviously doesnôt leave us much wiggle room. Ultimately, whether our school meets AYP or not may result in our ability 
to continue as a school.  We want to continue to provide this unique educational opportunity to your family, as well as other 
families in the future.ò 
Keeping this in mind, again, I thank everyone for their participation in the writing test and encourage further 
participation with the OAKS Math, Reading and Science tests.  
 

ñThe Great Northern Geese travel thousands of miles in perfect formation, and therein lies the secret.  
As each of the great birds moves its wings, it creates a steady uplift for the bird behind it.  

Formation flying is 70 percent more efficient than flying aloneò. 
 

Lesson:  People who share a common direction and sense of community 
can get where theyôre going quicker and easier because theyôre traveling on the strength of one another.  

 

 
 
Secondary:  Jacob Miller ï Nominated by Jennifer Seretan ï Grade 7 
Congratulations to Jacob Miller.  He and his siblings joined WECA in early February.  One week from his start 
date he found himself taking the State Writing Exam with very little opportunity to prepare.  In less than 3 weeks 
from his start date, he almost completed one unit in each of his subjects.  His positive attitude, ability to adjust 
easily and willingness to keep trying will help him go far.  
 

Elementary:  Joevon Wallace -Hailey ï Nominated by Andrea Schenk ï Grade 2 
Joevon is making great strides in getting his math done!  I am so excited to see him making progress after what 
has been a slow start.  I hope he continues to have success in math, as well as reading, which is a huge challenge 
for him.  Way to go Joevon! 
 
Other March nominees include:  Fabian Hernandez, Adahy Whitmore, Olga Ignashov, Cheyanne 
Tinker, Stephanie Wagner, Amanda Steinbock, Nicholas Lobue, Tyler Luecke, and Alexey Ignashov. 

WAY TO GO, EWA STUDENTS!!! 
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Notes From Our Vice Principal, Ivonne Guerra

EWA Students of the Month:EWA Students of the Month:   



NEXT EWA BOARD MEETING: 

MARCH 24, 2009 

5:30 PM AT THE ESTACADA OFFICE 

Fifteen bright-eyed students and their parents showed up on a cold and 
snowy morning at a friendly alpaca farm located outside Amity, Oregon. 
The farm is called A Wing and A Prayer and is owned by Barbara 
Coleman. Despite early morning snow flurries, the barn was full of 
cheerful smiles and curious questions from students and parents. The 
children wanted to know all about the baby that was born the night 
before. The parents asked questions about what alpacas eat and how this 
couple chose this business of raising, 
breeding and sheering alpacas. 
Thanks to Mr. Coleman, who was happy 
to tell us about his profession and his 
favorite animals. We all learned a lot about 

alpacas. For example, did you know that alpaca and camels are 
related? We also learned about the different kinds of fibers. We met 
the big, furry dogs that hang out with the herd as guard dogs. I think 
the dogs liked the kids as much as the kids liked them! 
At the end of our informative tour in the barn, we went into the 
shop to see what beautiful items can be made out of the soft alpaca 
fibers. They had jackets, shawls and stuffed animals as well as hats, 
gloves and yarn. Mrs. Coleman sent each student home with a treat bag containing a coloring book, 

a sample of alpaca fiber and a picture of the alpaca that ñdonatedò the 
fiber. 
Some of our students are learning about farms in their classes. It was good 
to get outside and see a farm in action. The Coleman's sure appreciated 
our attentive students, and we appreciated their time and effort to host us. 
If you had fun at the Wing and a Prayer Alpaca Farm, come to the Rice Rock 
Museum on April 8th at 1:30 pm and ask your teacher about other 
upcoming events!              By Jennifer Seretan, EWA Teacher 

354 SE Hwy  211 
PO Box 2631 

Estacada, OR 97023 

CONTACT INFORMATION : 
 

Joni Tabler, Principal, 503-867-1696, jonit@edchoices.us 
Ivonne Guerra, Vice Principal, 503-758-3962, ivonne@edchoices.us 

Office, 354 SE Highway 211, PO Box 2631, Estacada, OR 97023, 503-630-5001 
estacadawebacademy.com 

  Field Trip to the Alpaca Farm  

Zach Mahurin gets close-up 

to an alpaca! 

The friendly, fluffy guard dogs. 

Some EWA guests listen as Mr. Coleman 
explains more about the alpacas. 

Mark your calendar: 

�”Spring Break  

March 23rd through 
April 3rd  

 

�”Rice Rock 
Museum Field Trip  

April 8th  

 

�”Memorial Day  

May 25th 

 

�”EWA Last Day of 
School  

June 16th 
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